Approved For Release 2009/04/21 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004001050002-9

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This D t contains inf i { g the Na-
tional Defenso of the United States, within the mean-
ing of Title 18, 8ections 793 and 794, of the U.S. Code, as

l N FO RMAT I O N RE PORT io or e .!—“I;Y an Lor ze personof:frohlbltf; " ‘

by law. The reproduction of this form is prohibited.

1
SECRET/CONTROL = U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY 6 1‘9{304, ' 25X1

COUNTRY Poland REPORT
SUBJECT Restrictions on Oder River Traffic DATE DISTR. 20 May 1954 |
NO. OF PAGES 1
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD :
25X1 .
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES o

This is UNEVALUATED Information|

THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE.
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1, Traffic on the Oder River was halted in early February 1953 bscause of the
construction of the new bridgs at Frankfurt an der Oder and other work being _
performed along the river. This prohlibition lasted for a period of about -
three months. When the Oder was again reopensd to traffic, even small ships’
and barges were permitted to sail during the night &s well as during the day.

Small vessels had not previously bsesn allowed to sall during the night. - This .

 night sailing was in force for about thres months, i.e., until July 1953,
when it was suddenly stopped again because of the numerous escapes to the
West and the fear of infiltration of agents from the West into Poland, By
this new order, all vessels on the Oder are only pesmmiltted to sall from sun-
rise to sunset, and at night they must anchor at one of the "stopping places®
which the WOP (Military Border Guard) had set up at various places along the .
sastern bank of the Oder, Such stopping points are locatsd about 25 to 35 A
kilometers apart, depending upon the swiftness of the current and the obstruc- C
tions in the river, so that the slowest vessel going upstream is able to reach
a stopping point before sunset. If a vessel.stops at any other place, the
crew of the vessel is immediately subject to arrest.

2. The closest stopping point to Szczecin (Stettin) is located near the villags of
Widuchowo (N 53-07, E 14=23) and is manned by a strong WOP guard unit, The
next stopping point is located near Siskierkl and another ls located in the
ares of Kostrzyn (Kuestrin), south of the Oder and Warta River junctlon.

3. WOP soldiers check the papers of the crew and ship at these stopping poéints,
and the crews of the vessels are forbidden to leave their ships diring the N
night. The vessels are again checked by WOP soldiers just prior to their
departure. The WOP units have various equipment at these points, such as
.observation towers squipped with ssarchlights which illuminate the ares in
and around the stopping point. The WOP sentries who guard the vessels and
crews are armed with machineguns.

ke these restrictions on Oder River traffic have resulted 25X1
in prolonging the transport time and increasing the costs of transportation. C
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